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“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.”  
Ps.119: 105  
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  Inside this issue of The Lamp: 

• The origin of the Mother of Light 

• Recommended reading  

• Message from the Chair 

The Lamp is the name of the Mother of Light Center (MOLC) 

newsletter.  The name, linked to the word of God, brings light 

on our paths.  It represents life, hospitality, and guidance for 

the mission, and our hope for our guests and ourselves 

(volunteers, benefactors, friends) as we embrace “no us and 

them — only us”. 

We are so happy to report a lot of progress in the 

past two months since our last issue of the The 

Lamp.  To establish and firm the bonds needed to 

achieve our mission of providing comfort and as-

sistance to the poor, needy and homeless in North-

ern Virginia, the Mother of Light Center board has 

been meeting with Alexandria City officials, local 

social services groups, and most importantly, many 

of the twelve Catholic churches in the area.  In the 

following weeks, we will continue meeting with the 

churches and other groups to increase our efficien-

cy and effectiveness through partnerships and co-

operative efforts. 

 

Our building permit was approved by the City of 

Alexandria so we’re able to start work on the 

Clifford Avenue location.  We’ve gone through the 

bidding process with contractors recommended by 

the diocese and some churches. The requirements 

from the City for the rehabilitation are extensive, 

and we are facing a very expensive bill of $50,000.  

This includes the addition of an ADA compliant 

bathroom, electrical, plumbing and mechanical 

work.  All this work is needed before we can get an 

occupancy certificate and business license. 

  

We humbly, yet urgently, ask you to prayerfully 

consider supporting this work financially.  We have 

been blessed with many donations of time and tal-

ent, considerable prayer support, and people and 

groups that have rallied to our mission.  We turn to 

you now for continuing that support financially.  

We can’t achieve our shared goals without it. 

  

To all our supporters, we pledge our responsible 

stewardship.  We align ourselves with the 

USCCB’s definition of Christian stewardship, “One 

who receives God’s gifts gratefully, cherishes and 

tends them in a responsible and accountable man-

ner, shares them in justice and love with others, 

and returns them with increase to the Lord.”  It is 

our heartfelt promise that all donations will be well 

tended and returned to the Lord tenfold by caring 

for Him in the disguise of the least of our brothers. 

 

Donations can be made through our website at 

www.motheroflightcenter.com, or by mail to PO 

Box 1482, Falls Church, VA  22041.  

 

Please enjoy this issue of The Lamp and keep us in 

your prayers as we progress in our shared vision 

and mission.  And, please feel free to pass it along 

to others who might enjoy it. 



Topic:  Christ’s Face Unveiled.  Learning from the Saints the freedom of surrender in the service of others.  

Speaker:  Father Matthew Zuberbueler 

 

Where:  St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church in the cafeteria.  3305 Glen Carlyn Road,  Falls Church, VA 

22041  

 

Time:  Starts with Mass at 8:30 AM. Ends at 2:30 PM  

  

 

All are welcome, RSVP would be appreciated.   Call (703) 508-5289 or email  

motheroflightcenter@gmail.com for RSVP or more information.  
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Recommended Reading 

Reverend Father Matthew Zuberbueler 

Spiritual Director, Mother of Light Center 

Pastor, St. Anthony Catholic Church 

Happy Are You Poor by Father Thomas Dubay, S.M.  

To our minds, the concept of poverty is often confused with destitution. But des-
titution emphatically is not the Gospel ideal. A love-filled sharing frugality is the 
message, and Happy Are You Poor explains the meaning of this beatitude lived 
and taught by Jesus himself.  

A good excerpt from the book (page 82):   

Life itself is a pilgrimage, the supreme journey.  We are to be present in this 
world, but not at home in it (SC no.2).  That is the ideal, but unfortunately we 
have something of the squirrel in us: we are hoarders.  We may not be avaricious 
villains, but we are clingers.  We tend to pitch our tent right here and live as 
though there were no death, no other destiny. 

Factual frugality embraced in faith upsets all this illusion.  It makes one experientially aware (not simply in 
abstract theory) that we have here no lasting city.  At his last breath the multimillionaire is just as penniless 
as the dying beggar in a Calcutta street.  But few of us are willing to face this plain fact.  We prefer illusion 
because the center of our gravity is not God. 

Would you like a board member from the Mother of Light Center to come to your parish or group?  Just let 

us know and we will be glad to visit your parish or group to help spread the word of our vision and mis-

sion.  Please contact us at motheroflightcenter@gmail.com to request a  

presentation.   

 Mother of Light Center Retreat for Volunteers      Saturday, October 27, 2018  
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María, Madre de la Luz, con plena confianza te in-
vocamos pidiendo que compartas con nosotros tu 
misión de llevar la Luz y el Amor de Jesús a este 
mundo, que está oculto en la oscuridad.  

Enséñanos a proteger la llama de la fe que se nos da 
en el Bautismo. Con tu oración y guía permítanos 
iluminar con el amor de Cristo las vidas de los que 
sufren y los pobres que se sienten olvidados y per-
didos, que tienen vidas agobiadas por muchas aflic-
ciones. Por amor a ti y a Jesús, te pedimos que po-
demos caminar con ellos y ver sus luchas transfor-
madas en una participación de vida en el fructífero 
Sacrificio de Su Santa Cruz. Amén. 

María, Madre de la Luz, ruega por nosotros. 

Prayer by Father Matthew Zuberbueler 

Mary, Most Holy Mother of Light  
 

In 1722, almost 300 years ago, Father Giovanni 
Antonio Genovesi, SJ, wanted a painting of the 
Virgin Mary to take with him and display as he 
preached throughout the island of Sicily. He sought 
the help of a devout lady who was said to have 
been visited frequently by the Virgin and asked her 
to request guidance. Our Lady granted the request 
and described exactly how she wished to be repre-
sented. 

The Virgin appeared in a glorious light, surrounded 
by a host of seraphim and was extremely beautiful. 
She wore an imperial crown and had a girdle 
adorned with jewels that surpassed the beauty of 
the stars. On her shoulders was a blue mantle. On 
her left arm, she carried the Child Jesus. With her 
right hand, she lifted a sinful soul from the horrible 
throat of Hell, keeping it from falling back in. On 
the other side, a kneeling angel held up a basket 
filled with hearts, which he presented to the Divine 
Child in His mother’s arms. He took the hearts one 
at a time and inflamed them with his love. The Vir-
gin Mary said she wished to be called Maria Madre 
Santissima del Lume (Mary Most Holy Mother of 
Light). She repeated this command three times and 
promised that those who called her by this title 
would be crowned with every grace and blessing.  

The pious lady returned to Father Genovesi and 
recounted all that the Virgin had said, and he 
quickly found a painter to carry out the instruc-
tions. 

Mother of Light Prayer 

Mary, Mother of Light, with calm confidence we 
call upon you, asking you to share with us your 
mission of bringing the Light and Love of Jesus to 
this world, which is so often veiled in darkness. 

Teach us to protect the flame of faith given to us in 
Baptism. With your prayer and guidance allow us 
to illuminate with Christ’s love the lives of the suf-
fering and the poor who feel forgotten and lost, 
who live lives burdened by many afflictions. For 
love of you and Jesus, may we walk with them and 
see their struggles transformed into a life-giving 
participation in the fruitful Sacrifice of His Holy 
Cross. Amen.   

Mary, Mother of Light, pray for us. 



 

MOLC Board Members 

Rev. Fr. Matthew Zuberbueler 
Deacon Gerard Marie Anthony  

Matilde Alvarado  
Evangeline Ganuelas  

Elizabeth Currier  
Lawrence Holmes, Jr. 
Robin T.  Huddleston 

Leslie Murphy 

Mother of Light Center, P.O. Box 1482, Falls Church, VA 22041  

Contact us at:  motheroflightcenter@gmail.com   For more information visit: www.motheroflightcenter.com  
 

MOLC is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt, not-for-profit, charitable organization, registered in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
A financial statement is available upon written request from the VA Office of Charitable and Regulatory Programs. 
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 Message from the Chair 

Dear Friends: 

 

"For the vision is a witness for the appointed time, 
a testimony to the end; it will not disappoint…” 

Habakkuk 2:3  
 
Our invitation to serve comes from the gospels 
providing a vision of a truly human life lived for 
God among people. It is focused on relationships 
rather than individual actions. With this in mind, 
Mother of Light Center’s fruitful vision and com-
pelling mission are so amazing and exciting; we 
invite you to genuinely be blessed to be a part of 
what is happening. We will have the opportunity 
to love and serve Jesus in His most distressing dis-
guise. “Make love your aim.” −1Corinthian 14:1 
 

VISION 
Help the poor, needy and homeless men and wom-
en in our surrounding area to build lives of stabil-
ity, meaning, and hope for the glory of God and 

the salvation of souls. 
 

The work ahead of us requires great dedication, as 
per Saint John Chrysostom, God requires “golden 
hearts who give your riches, (time, and talents) to 
the poor, a gift of pure kindness.” He continues,  
“Of what use is it to weigh down Christ’s table 
with golden cups, when he himself is dying of 
hunger? First, fill him when he is hungry; then use 
the means you have left to adorn his table.”1

 

As per Fr. Henri Nouwen’s wisdom2, we are asking 
you for support from a place of prayer and gratitude 
and a genuine desire to be in deep relationship with 
those who help Mother of Light Center. For if we 
are going about this work together, we will create 
community and take part in building up God’s king-
dom.  Our efforts at garnering prayers, volunteers, 
and donations are hope filled expression of MOLC 
vision and mission.   
 
To discover the many ways you can volunteer with 
us, please plan to attend the Retreat for Volun-
teers: Christ’s Face Unveiled on Saturday, Octo-
ber 27, 2018 at St Anthony of Padua Catholic 
Church in Falls Church.  It starts at 8:30am with 
Mass and ends at 2:30pm.  We will learn from the 
saints the freedom of surrender in the service of 
others.  We are in for a special treat with our speak-
er Fr. Matthew Zuberbueler -  Stay connected 
“Love never ends.”−1Corinthians 13.8 
 
Please remember to keep the Mother of Light Cen-
ter in your prayers as we continue to lift up all our 
friends and supporters in ours.  
 
 
God bless and keep you always,  
 
Matilde Alvarado, Mother of Light Center Chair  
 
1 From a homily on Matthew by St. John Chrysostom, Bish-
op, “Do not adorn the church and ignore your afflicted broth-
er.” 
2 Henri J. M. Nouwen, A Spirituality of Fundraising, Upper 
Room Books, 2010 


